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BEGIN SUMMARY. SENIOR DEFENSE MINISTRY OFFICIALS STATE 
THAT MINISTER LEBER WILL BE UNABLE AT THE DPC TO 
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PLEDGE ANY GERMAN FUNDS FOR THE COMMON COMPUTER R&D. 

WHEN IT APPROVED THE $4.5 MILLION CONTRIBUTION FOR 
PREPARATORY ACTIVITIES IN 1976, THE BUNDESTAG 
SPECIFIED THAT NO ADDITIONAL FRG MONEY COULD BE SPENT 
UNTIL A FINAL DECISION ON AWACS AS A WHOLE HAD BEEN 
MADE. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . EMBOFF CAFLED ON MAJOR GENERAL BRANDT, DIRECTOR OF 
POLITICAL/MILITARY AFFAIRS IN THE FMOD, ON DECEMBER 1 
TO URGE FRG SUPPORT FOR SYG LUNS’ PROPOSALS ON AWACS, 

AS INSTRUCTED REF (A). ACCOUNT WAS TAKEN OF THE 
POINTS MADE BY USNATO IN REF (B). 

2. BRANDT AND COLONEL SCHMIDT-PETRI, THE FMOD AWACS 
EXPERT, WHO WAS ALSO PRESENT, STATED THAT THE NEED FOR 
ADDITIONAL FUNDS FOR COMPUTER R&D POSED A REAL PROBLEM. 
BRANDT NOTED THAT THE BUNDESTAG BUDGET COMMITTEE HAD 
MADE AVAILABLE $4.5 MILLION A YEAR AND A HALF AGO AS A 
GERMAN CONTRIBUTION FOR WHAT WAS INITIALLY DESCRIBED AS 
"LONG LEAD-TIME ITEMS" AND LATER CHANGED TO "STUDY 
PROPOSALS." IN APPROVING THIS CONTRIBUTION, 

THE COMMITTEE SPECIFIED THAT NO FURTHER GERMAN MONEY 
WAS TO BE SPENT BEFORE A FINAL DECISION HAD BEEN MADE 
ON THE AWACS PROGRAM AS A WHOLE. 

3. THIS STIPULATION HAD THE BINDING EFFECT OF LAW, 

BRANDT CONTINUED, AND MINISTER LEBER WOULD THUS NOT 
BE IN A POSITION ON DECEMBER 6 TO VOTE IN FAVOR OF A 
PROPOSAL CALLING FOR AN ADDITIONAL GERMAN 
CONTRIBUTION - "WHETHER $1 MILLION OR 20,000 MARKS." 

4. ASKED WHETHER IT WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE TO OBTAIN A 
CHANGE IN THE 1976 BUDGET COMMITTEE RULING, BRANDT 
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SAID HE THOUGHT IT WOULD ALMOST BE EASIER TO REACH AN 
EARLY DECISION ON THE ENTIRE AWACS PROGRAM. HE 
ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT IT WAS TOO EARLY TO TELL HOW 
SENTIMENT ON THAT ISSUE WAS RUNNING OR WHETHER A FINAL 
DECISION COULD BE REACHED BY THE MAY MINISTERIAL. HE 
WAS CAUTIOUSLY OPTIMISTIC THAT THE BUNDESTAG MEMBERS 
WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE AWACS DEMONSTRATION THIS 
PAST WEEK HAD BEEN FAVORABLY IMPRESSED, AND HE NOTED 
THAT THE PRESS ALSO - WITH ONLY ONE EXCEPTION - HAD 
TREATED THE E-3A POSITIVELY. 

5. EMBOFF STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE FOR STANDARDIZATION 
OF HAVING THE COMPUTER R&D FUNDS AVAILABLE BY JANUARY. 
BRANDT ACKNOWLEDGED THE POINT BUT WAS UNABLE TO OFFER 
ANY SUGGESTIONS AS TO HOW THE PROBLEM COULD BE 
SURMOUNTED. HE NOTED THAT THE ISSUE WAS QUITE NEW, 

AS THE FRG HAD NOT BEEN AWARE OF THE NEED FOR AN 
ADDITIONAL $5 MILLION UNTIL THE NOVEMBER 21 NATIONAL 
EXPERTS MEETING. THE ONLY SUGGESTION HIS STAFF WAS 
ADVANCING TO LEBER WAS THAT THE SHORFALL BE 
MADE UP BY CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THOSE MEMBERS WHO HAD 
NOT CONTRIBUTED TO THE PRELIMINARY $15 MILLION FUND. 
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